FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Date: February 16,2009

Contact: Laura Anderson
Day Phone:507.567.2261x157

Akkerman is pleased to announce that Paul Nicholas
has joined the sales and marketing team. Paul will

hold the position of international marketing manager,
increasing Akkerman sales overseas for all lines of
equipment with a focus on microtunneling system:s:"

Paul brings an extensive 22-year career of treng;ﬁless
technology and international sales and marketing
experience. He was the president of Soltau.,.:'"
Microtunneling Inc.and made Soltau the market
leader in USA in the 90’s. Prior tojoining‘"Akkerman,
Paul held the position of general manager of The
Robbins Company SBU division.In addltlon Paul
spent 11 years in international sales in the oil services
industry and holds a BSc in Geology. Paul currently
resides in New Delhi, India. -~

Paul states “my experience has enabled me to develop as a recognized industry expert in mlcrotunnellng
with the ability to operate across many cultural environments.” His international experiences have been™
extensive and worldwide including Africa, EurOpe South America, Asia Pacific, China,and the Mlddle East.

mbleson, V:ce President, Sales aﬁd Marketlng states “We are excited about the- potentlal opportunities

Akkerman with Paul coming on board. Having an international presence has been a long-time
2am. Paul’s recognition in the industry and his overseas Iocatlon will positively further the

and abroad.” -

nc. manufactures distinctive_micfefunneIing, pipe jacking, tunneling, guided boring
equipment. We attribl]te Akkerman Incs reputation for superior reIiabiIity
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